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Thomas Young,
President and CEO

As we reflect on the past year, we want to extend our deepest gratitude to our former President/CEO, 
Linda Conlin, for her invaluable contributions to our organization over the last 13 years. We would also 
like to thank Anthony Simonetta for stepping in as interim President & CEO, upon Linda’s departure. 
Their expertise and insights have been pivotal in shaping our understanding of our accomplishments 
and areas for growth. Lastly, we want to thank our amazing team, members, Board and Advisory 
Council, sponsors, and partners for supporting our mission and continuing to bring global recognition to 
the city of Philadelphia. 

This past year has been one of both challenges and triumphs for us. Despite the obstacles posed by the 
global economic climate, we have made significant strides in enhancing trade opportunities, fostering 
business growth, and supporting the economic development of the Greater Philadelphia region. Our 
efforts have not only contributed to the local economy but have also positioned us as key players in the 
international trade community.

As we look ahead, we are committed to building on this momentum. We understand the importance of 
adapting to the changing global landscape and are poised to implement strategies that will enable us to 
continue our mission with even greater impact.

We invite you to continue this journey as we strive to make Greater Philly the International Gateway 
to the Mid-Atlantic Region and the World Trade Center of Greater Philadelphia a beacon of trade and 
economic development.

A Letter from our president
and Board Chairman

Joseph J. Scalio, 
Board Chairman
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Who we Are
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The World Trade Center of Greater Philadelphia (WTCGP) 
is the region’s leading non-profit international trade-
services organization. 
 
We assist companies in the five counties of Southeastern 
Pennsylvania and eight counties of Southern New Jersey. 

WTCGP is one of over 320 World Trade Centers in over 
90 countries around the globe and a member of the 
World Trade Centers Association (WTCA). 

We are the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania’s Regional 
Export Network (REN) partner for Southeastern 
Pennsylvania. Our role is to provide resources for local 
companies seeking to expand globally and facilitate 
outreach for international businesses to the Greater 
Philadelphia region. 

By providing services such as individual trade counseling, 
market research, trade mission support, educational 
conferences and programs, business networking events, 
and powerful worldwide connections, we advance  the 
success of local and international businesses. 
We are a critical catalyst for economic growth and job 
creation for Greater Philadelphia, serving as a trusted 

advisor with the international expertise and worldwide 
connections to inspire and empower companies to think 
and succeed globally. 

In 2024, it is projected that the WTCGP will provide 
counseling services to more than 180 companies, with 
Pennsylvania and New Jersey companies reporting over 
$98M in incremental sales of goods and services directly 
related to WTCGP trade assistance.

Our highly trained staff is here to help develop and 
manage all aspects of your international business.

To contribute to global prosperity 
and peace through trade.

Our 
Vision

Our 
Mission

​To bring growth and prosperity to 
businesses, communities, and neighborhoods 
in Greater Philadelphia and worldwide 
through global trade and investment.

WTCGP at a glance
We are the hub of international commerce for the Greater Philadelphia Area, 
striving to transform our region into the global gateway of the Mid-Atlantic. 
Our mission is to bring growth and prosperity to businesses, communities, and 
neighborhoods in greater Philadelphia and worldwide through global trade 
and investments. We do this by providing one-on-one trade counseling, market 
research, global trade missions, peer group networking, and connections to 
over 320 World Trade Centers in over 90 countries. Since 2002, we have assisted 
companies in generating more than $2.4 billion in increased export sales, 
creating and sustaining more than 26,000 jobs. 

WE COUNSEL.
WE CONNECT.
WE GROW TRADE.

We provide the opportunity for Southeastern Pennsylvania and Southern 
New Jersey companies and organizations to become  members of an exclusive 
network of global businesses and entrepreneurs. 

We offer:

•	 International trade counseling
•	 Market entry strategies
•	 Access to grants and financing programs
•	 Educational seminars and networking events
•	 Trade missions and trade shows
•	 Market intelligence and research
•	 Export finance assistance
•	 Access to the World Trade Centers’ network
•	 Import assistance and global procurement
•	 Inbound delegation support
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Thomas Young
President & CEO

Ron Drozd
Chief Operating Officer

Susan Mills Macdonald
Chief Administrative Officer

Dino Ramos
Senior Advisor for 
Strategic initiatives

denzell wallace
Director of communications 
& Marketing

OUR team

Dale Foote
INTERNATIONAL TRADE 
SPECIALIST

“Engaging and guiding manufacturing and service companies to grow their 
exports around the world is the heart of what we do at the WTCGP.  From my 
start in 2002, when we established the WTCGP, it has been fulfilling to know that 
our work with clients, members, and partners has made Greater Philadelphia 
a more vibrant and prosperous region, with even more global opportunities 
coming in two years when we’ll celebrate the 250th anniversary of the 
founding of our United States!”

Ron Drozd, Chief Operating Officer, WTCGP  
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international trade doesn’t stop –
and neither do we!

Since 2022, the WTCGP has operated on 
a hybrid schedule that fulfills the WTCGP 
program and operational needs.

The staff supports the execution of the 
WTCGP’s mission and meets the needs of 
our members, clients, and partners.

“When I first moved to Philadelphia from New York over 30 years ago, I was 
looking for a way to feel that I was a “Philadelphian.” Working at the WTCGP for 
the last 10 years has made me value the creativity, energy, and resiliency of the 
people and business community in the Greater Philadelphia Region. The WTCGP is 
at a critical juncture to advance the strength of global trade as we constantly 
expand our partnerships here and abroad.

Susan Mills MacDonald, Chief Administrative Officer, WTCGP  
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our impact
Since 2002, we have helped companies generate 
$2,420,261,052 in export sales which contributed 
to sustaining 26,223 jobs in the Greater 
Philadelphia Region. 

194
Projects Completed

425
Event Attendees

806
Jobs Created and 
Supported

$90.7M
Increase in Export Sales
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS
CHAIRMAN
Joseph J. Scalio
KPMG  LLP

VICE CHAIRMAN
Steven Scott Bradley
One Digital

TREASURER
Steven J. Batzer
WBD Investment Group

SECRETARY
Martin G. Belisario, Esq.
Panitch Schwarze, Belisario & Nadel LLP

Dr. John A. Bennett
Devon International Group

Gary P. Biehn, Esq.
White and Williams LLP

Chellie Cameron (Ex-Officio)
The Chamber of Commerce for Greater Philadelphia

David A. DeLizza, P.E.
Pennoni

Jovan Goldstein
JTGoldstein, LLC

​Robert J. Kritzer
Harold Beck & Sons, Inc.

Thomas Leonard, Esq.
Obermayer Rebmann Maxwell & Hippel LLP
 
Alba Martinez (Ex-Officio)
City of Philadelphia Department of Commerce

Bernadine J. Munley, Esq.
​Munley Law

Jalila D. Parker (Ex-Officio)
Delaware River Port Authority

PhilaPort (Ex-Officio)
Vacant

Christina Renna (Ex-Officio)
Chamber of Commerce Southern New Jersey

RoseAnn B. Rosenthal
Strategic Solutions Ventures, LLC

Atif Saeed (Ex-Officio)
Philadelphia International Airport

Martin Schiffman
Waterfront Renaissance Associates LLC

Anthony J. Simonetta
AJS Associates
​
South Jersey Port Corporation (Ex-Officio)
Vacant 

Alfred Basilicato
USA Strategic Ventures

Jeffrey Briggs
UPS Worldwide Services

Giovanna Cilia-Wheatley
Singapore Airlines

​John Curley
Sandmeyer Steel Company

​Kaushik Daphtary
Chemtech International

Anastasius “Tassos” Efstratiades, Esq.
Obermayer Rebmann Maxwell & Hippel LLP

Barry Fisher
Van Horn, Metz & Co., Inc.

Jeffrey Ji 
U-Combination Technology

Richard Miller
Retired

Wilfred H. Muskens
Muskens Global USA LLC

Michaela Petrongolo
AP Construction, Inc.

Beth Pomper
State of Delaware, Department of State

David Webster
Webster Marketing International

ADVISORY COUNCIL

Global Diversity ADVISORY COUNCIL
​Brian Oglesby, Co-Chair
Eastern Minority Supplier Development 
Council
 
Elizabeth Walsh, Co-Chair
Women’s Business Enterprise Center - 
East

Kenneth Anderson
Chamber of Commerce for Greater 
Philadelphia

Bridgett M. Battles
Thomas Jefferson University

Steven Scott Bradley
One Digital

Norman Bristol Colón
Pennsylvania Department of Community 
& Economic Development
 

L. Jay Burks, PhD
Comcast Corporation
 
Regina A. Hairston
African-American Chamber of Commerce

Iola Harper
The Enterprise Center
 
Casey McCourt
PECO, An Exelon Company

Michelle Morin
Corteva Agriscience

Sundari Pai
Bristol Myers Squibb

Beth Pomper
State of Delaware, Department of State
 

Maria Prince
DuPont 

Christina Renna
Chamber of Commerce Southern New 
Jersey

Natily Santos
Aramark & Avendra Group

Zachary Wilcha
Independence Business Alliance 
Industrious Workspace
 
Lawrence Wooten
American Water
 
Khine Zaw Arthur, PhD
Asian American Chamber of Commerce
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Southern Chester County Chamber of Commerce

Swedish-American Chamber of Commerce

Team PA Foundation

Temple University Center for International Business 
Education and Research

Temple University Fox School of Business

Temple University Small Business  
Development Center

The Chamber of Commerce for  
Greater Philadelphia

The Enterprise Center

The Welcoming Center for New Pennsylvanians

University City Science Center

Upper Bucks Chamber of Commerce

Villanova University

Visit Philadelphia

Widener University Small Business Development Center

World Affairs Council of Philadelphia

World Trade Association of Philadelphia

World Trade Center Delaware

World Trade Center Harrisburg

An Annual Global Business Conference held at Temple University

View of the Port of Philadelphia

African-American Chamber of Commerce

Asian-American Chamber of Commerce of Greater Philadelphia

Ben Franklin Technology Partners of Southeastern Pennsylvania

British American Business Council of Greater Philadelphia

Bucks County Economic Development Corporation

Bucks County International Trade Council

Center City Proprietors Association

Central Bucks Chamber of Commerce

Chamber of Commerce Southern New Jersey

Chester County Economic Development Council

Chilean & American Chamber of Commerce of Greater 
Philadelphia

Consular Corps Association Philadelphia

Consulate General of Canada

Consulate General of Italy

Consulate General of Panama

Consulate of Mexico in Philadelphia

Delaware County Commerce Center

Delaware River Port Authority

Delaware Valley Regional Planning Commission

Delaware Valley Industrial Resource Center

Economy League of Greater Philadelphia

Foreign Policy Research Institute

French-American Chamber of Commerce

German-American Chamber of Commerce Philadelphia

Global Interdependence Center

Global Philadelphia Association

Greater Philadelphia Hispanic Chamber of Commerce

Initiative for Global Environmental Leadership

International House Philadelphia

​​Irish-American Business Chamber & Network

​Japan America Society of Greater Philadelphia

Main Line Chamber of Commerce

Maritime Exchange for the Delaware River and Bay

Montgomery County Commerce Department 

National Association of Manufacturers - New Jersey

New Jersey Business Action Center

New Jersey Chamber of Commerce

Pennsylvania Biotechnology Center of Bucks County

Philadelphia Convention and Visitors Bureau

Philadelphia Industrial Development Corp.

Philadelphia – Israel Chamber of Commerce

PhilaPort

S.M.A.R.T. Strengthening the Mid-Atlantic Region for Tomorrow

South Jersey Port Corporation

partner organizations
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WTCGP is a member of the World Trade Centers Association (WTCA) 
network of over 320 World Trade Centers located in North America, 
Central & South America, Europe, Africa & the Middle East, and Asia 
& the Pacific. These exclusive WTCA branded properties and trade 
service organizations are located in over 90 countries, connect 
15,000 professional staff members, and represent more than 750,000 
business members worldwide. 

The WTCA stimulates trade and investment opportunities for 
commercial property developers, economic development agencies, and 
international businesses looking to connect globally and prosper 
locally. The WTCA is dedicated to encouraging the expansion of world 
trade, promoting strong international business relationships and 
fostering mutual assistance and cooperation among members. 

WTCGP Membership gains you access to this exclusive network

the WORLD TRADE CENTERS ASSOCIATION

There are over 320 WTCA Members 
connecting over 15,000 World Trade 
Center Professionals in over 90 
countries. 
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Services,  Programs,
Events  and Clubs
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Companies rely on our International Trade Specialists 
for their expertise and connection to services that help 
them grow their global business. The Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania has one of the most comprehensive 
international trade development programs in the U.S., 
resulting in more jobs for Pennsylvanians.

The Pennsylvania Export Assistance Program, managed 
by the Office of International Business Development, 
provides companies with the infrastructure needed to 
research new markets, locate qualified buyers and provide 
on-going export support. 

We serves as one of ten Regional Export Network (REN) 
Partners providing trade services to companies in 
Southeastern Pennsylvania. Some of the services that we 
administer on behalf of the program include one-on-one 
counseling and technical support, developing market entry 
strategies, and improving access to grants and financing 
programs. 

The WTCGP works with 13 State Authorized Trade 
Representatives (ATRs) covering 44 countries who are 
contracted by the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. ATRs 
are on-the-ground business professionals who are deeply 
knowledgeable about the business, social and political 
environments for their countries and regions. 

Our Trade Specialists connect qualifying Southeastern 
Pennsylvania companies with the ATRs who provide a 
range of services to facilitate export market development, 
including foreign company background checks and market 
intelligence, customized searches for qualified buyers, 
agents, distributors, partners, tailored appointment 
schedules, and in-country logistical support. 

Since its inception in 2002 at the Delaware River 
Port Authority in Camden, the WTCGP has played an 
increasingly important role in assisting Southern New 
Jersey companies compete in global markets. A WTCGP 
International Trade Specialist is dedicated to counseling 
and assisting these companies, helping them access advice 
and expertise specific to their businesses. 

Our International Trade Specialists also partner with the 
State of New Jersey’s Business Action Center’s Office of 
Export Promotion and the U.S. Commercial Service Export 
Assistance Centers in Philadelphia and Trenton to connect 
companies with international business opportunities. 

With a history of support from the U.S. Economic 
Development Administration, the WTCGP continues to 
focus on industry sectors that have the greatest potential 
for regional economic growth and future job creation. 
The program provides an opportunity for companies to be 
mentored by experienced exporters and legal, banking, 
insurance, and accounting professionals. 

International Trade Counseling 

Pennsylvania Authorized Trade Representatives 
from
“Bringing the World to Pennsylvania.” 
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Sponsors
Selling to the world | Bringing the world to pennsylvania 
| world trade centers day awards celebration
African-American Chamber of Commerce

AmeriHealth Caritas

Annie International Inc.

Bittenbender Construction

Bracalente Manufacturing Group

Bradford White

Brandywine Realty Trust

Citizens Bank

Digital One

Day & Zimmermann, Inc.

Dunleavy 

DVR Philly, LLC

Essential Utilities

FS Investment Solutions LLC

Fulton International Group

Harold Beck & Sons, Inc. 

Holt Logistics

Independence Blue Cross

James J. Anderson Construction Company, Inc.

Kibow Biotech, Inc.

KPMG LLP

Linda and Joe Conlin

Mazars USA

Munley Law

Obermayer Rebmann Maxwell & Hippel LLP

Panitch Schwarze Belisario & Nadel, LLP

PECO, an Exelon Company

Pennoni

Philadelphia International Airport 

PhilaPort

Sandmeyer Steel Company

Stradley Ronon Stevens & Young, LLP

The Chamber of Commerce for Greater Philadelphia

The Philadelphia Belt Line Railroad Company

Turner Surety and Insurance Brokerage, Inc.

Van Horn, Metz & Co., Inc.

Waln Run Investments, LLC

WESIC, Inc.

White and Williams LLP

Your Part-Time Controller, LLC 

In 2023, we kicked off our Selling to the World: Growing a Vibrant, 
Inclusive, and Connected Economy for Greater Philadelphia.” 
Selling to the World (STTW) is designed to restore and expand the 
growth of small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) for both 
new-to-exporting companies and established exporters. 

This program is also designed to increase global access and 
opportunities for minority and women-owned businesses 
(MWBEs) and includes global supplier diversity training to 
enable these companies to export into the global supply chains 
of multinational corporations abroad. The program supports 
companies in Southeastern Pennsylvania, Southern New Jersey, 
and the State of Delaware. 

The 2023 highlights include creating the WTCGP Global Diversity 
Advisory Council (GDAC), comprised of distinguished leaders in 
the Greater Philadelphia business community and trailblazers 
in supplier diversity dedicated to advancing economic growth 
opportunities for MWBEs.

The initial cohort of eighteen companies in various industries in 
Southeastern Pennsylvania, Southern New Jersey, and the State of 
Delaware participated in three full-day classes that prepared them 
on various trade “how to export” topics.

April Session: Basics of Exporting Overview; Developing an Export 
Strategy; Developing an Export Plan; International Contracts and 
Agreements; Cultural Considerations

May Session: Export Documentation; Methods of Payment; Export 
Finance and Credit Insurance; Finance Programs

June Session:  Export Shipping and Logistics; Intellectual Property; 
Global Supplier Diversity; Additional Resources

The STTW cohort also gained significant value from the peer 
networking and sharing experiences. The program continues to 
support the companies after class completion as they receive 
continued counseling and mentoring.

Companies wishing to start exporting or increase their current 
levels of exports are encouraged to contact the WTCGP 
International Trade Specialists.

Selling to the World: Growing a Vibrant, Inclusive, 
and Connected Economy for Greater Philadelphia

Growing a Vibrant, Inclusive, 
and Connected Economy for 

Greater Philadelphia

“I cannot say enough about 
the strength and value of the 
program. If you are a company 
looking to expand internationally, 
there is no better way to spend 
three days. The breadth and depth 
of topics covered is unrivaled, 
as is the quality and experience 
of the presenters and mentors. A 
five-star program led by five star 
people.”

Bryan Hurtado
Oleum Enterprises [OES Logistics] “Selling to the World” export training is made possible through the support of the U.S. Economic Development Administration, 

the PA Office of International Business Development, the members of the GDAC, and the many corporate sponsors of the WTCGP 
that support this program.  Special thanks to GDAC Chairs,  Brian Oglesby of Eastern Minority Supplier Development Council and 
Elizabeth Walsh, of the Women’s Business Enterprise Center – East; Beth Pomper, Director, International Business Development, 
State of Delaware; and Board Member Martin G. Belisario, Esq. of Panitch Schwarze Belisario & Nadel, LLP as venue host.
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19th Annual Global Business Conference
May 22, 2023 | Navigating gLOBAL BUSINESS: LEADERSHIP, AI AND 
MARKETS TO WATCH
The 19th Annual Global Business Conference was held at the Sonesta Philadelphia Rittenhouse Square Hotel 
in partnership with Temple University. In addition to the traditional global economic forecast and market 
updates, the program featured a keynote interview of Stephen S. Tang, Thought Leader and author of A Test 
for Our Time: Crisis Leadership in the Next Normal. 

Speakers
Keynote Address
•	 Stephen S. Tang, Ph. D., MBA, Author
•	 Interviewed by Maiken Scott, Host, Creative Director of The Pulse, WHYY

2023 Global Economic and Market Outlook: Recalibrate and Rebuild
•	 Kei A. Sasaki, CFA, Senior Vice President, Senior Portfolio Advisor, Wealth Management, Northern Trust

ASEAN: Asia’s Premier Regional Economic Hub
•	 Marc Mealy, Senior Vice President – Policy, US ASEAN Business Council

Member Company Panel
•	 Dr. John A. Bennett, President and Chief Executive Officer, Devon International Group
•	 Jeffrey Ji, President, U-Combination Technology
•	 David P. Whitman, President and Chief Executive Officer, Sunhillo Corporation
•	 Moderated by Beth Pomper, Director, International Business Development, State of Delaware

The Future of AI and Emerging Technologies: Implications for Global Trade
•	 Michael Beck, Principal Cinematic Venture Partners
•	 Robert Murray, Chief Executive Officer, TerraNetVentures and Adjunct Professor, Fox School of Business, 

Temple University
•	 Moderated by David Briel, Deputy Secretary, Office of International Business Development, Pennsylvania 

Department of Community and Economic Development

Educational Seminars & Conferences
The WTCGP’s educational seminars and conferences 
are designed to provide the tools and business market 
intelligence needed to make informed business decisions. 
Our events feature international business and global trade 
experts, overviews of market opportunities, introductions 
to trade service providers and more. 

As businesses grow, they often need assistance and subject 
advice from professional service providers, including 
financial, legal, accounting, shipping, and language services. 
Through these interactions, companies save time and avoid 
costly mistakes.

Through the WTCGP’s educational seminars and 
conferences, attendees gain access to exclusive 
opportunities of:

•	 Learning from experts who provide the latest 
information on international and national trade 
trends and policies affecting the global economy. 

•	 Networking with globally-focused senior business 
leaders. 

•	 Learning from one another by discussing shared 
experiences in doing business in global markets. 

•	 Hearing  from local companies that have 
demonstrated success in international markets and 
how they came to thrive in international markets. 

•	 Receiving an in-depth look at the latest market 
opportunities and gain insight into the latest 
economic trends. 

•	 Networking with trade service providers at WTCGP 
events, seminars and meetings. 
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CIBER

ABOUT TEMPLE UNIVERSITY’S 
FOX SCHOOL OF BUSINESS

• One of only 15 universities to currently receive this 
prestigious U.S. Department of Education grant

• Only university in the northeast region to receive 
funding for 2018 – 2022

• Largest business school in the Greater Philadelphia 
region and AACSB-accredited since 1934 

The Center for International Business Education and 
Research (CIBER) is a center housed within Temple 
University’s Fox School of Business that is funded by 
the U.S. Department of Education. CIBER provides area 
businesses with programming such as conferences, 
seminars, and workshops as well as research 
collaboration in order to increase and promote 
competitiveness in the international marketplace. 

at Temple University’s 
Fox School of Business

CIBER

ABOUT TEMPLE UNIVERSITY’S 
FOX SCHOOL OF BUSINESS

• One of only 15 universities to currently receive this 
prestigious U.S. Department of Education grant

• Only university in the northeast region to receive 
funding for 2018 – 2022

• Largest business school in the Greater Philadelphia 
region and AACSB-accredited since 1934 

The Center for International Business Education and 
Research (CIBER) is a center housed within Temple 
University’s Fox School of Business that is funded by 
the U.S. Department of Education. CIBER provides area 
businesses with programming such as conferences, 
seminars, and workshops as well as research 
collaboration in order to increase and promote 
competitiveness in the international marketplace. 

at Temple University’s 
Fox School of Business

partnering with educational institutions
The Greater Philadelphia Region is home to more than 
150 colleges, universities, and community colleges, 
making higher education a leading sector and key 
economic driver for the region. 

The thriving academic hub of Southeastern Pennsylvania 
and Southern New Jersey attracts start-up businesses, 
particularly in the high-tech, life sciences, biotech, and 
medical device sectors. Our well-educated workforce 
offers employers a valuable resource. 

We are proud of our current educational partnerships 
with Bucks County Community College, the Community 
College of Philadelphia, Drexel University, Montgomery 
County Community College, Penn State Great Valley, 
Temple University’s Fox School of Business and Center 
for International Business Education and Research 
(CIBER), West Chester University, Widener University, and 
Villanova University, as well as the many other higher 
learning educational institutions, (tech/trade schools, 
community colleges,  colleges, universities, etc.) with 
whom the WTCGP has partnered, cooperated and/or 

worked closely in the Greater Philadelphia region during 
the past 20 plus years. 

The WTCGP and regional educational institutions partner 
to leverage the international expertise and connections 
of the WTCGP to broaden students’ exposure to global 
markets. 

We also assist university partners with international 
student recruitment. Such programs are customized for 
each specific institution and student population. 

Local businesses meet with Authorized Trade Representatives at 
Bringing the World to Pennsylvania, held at Penn State Great Valley 
campus and Temple University Center City campus.

The Annual Global Business Conference held in partnership with 
Temple University

Temple University students and staff attending the 19th Annual Global 
Business Conference. 
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trade missions and SHOWS

inbound delegation support
The Greater Philadelphia region enjoys a highly diversified 
economic base with pronounced strengths in energy, life 
sciences, information and communications technology, 
nanotechnology, advanced manufacturing, and higher 
education. Whether seeking to distribute, identify joint 
venture partners, or establish facilities in the United States, 
WTCGP is a foreign company’s first point of contact when 
visiting Southeastern Pennsylvania and Southern New 
Jersey. 

The WTCGP creates a custom program for delegations 
based on each company’s particular industry and needs. 

We conduct market research, organize business 
matchmaking meetings, and assist with logistics and 
coordinating meetings with local, state, and private 
sector organizations that specialize in facilitating inward 
investment.

The WTCGP has hosted inbound trade delegations from 
Canada, Greece, France, Wales, China, Japan, Ukraine, 
Colombia, Panama, and Uruguay. 

Meeting in-person plays a pivotal role in negotiating deals, 
selling products, and building long-term relationships 
Trade missions can “fast-track” market development, often 
resulting in immediate sales orders.

Participating in a trade mission is a cost-effective way 
to meet potential customers, agents, distributors, and 
joint venture partners while traveling with like-minded 
professionals.

The WTCGP supports, recruits for, and actively promotes 
the trade missions and shows organized through the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania’s Regional Export Network 
(REN) Grant Program, Great Lakes and St. Lawrence 
Governors and Premiers, and the U.S. Department of 
Commerce Commercial Service. 

Through trade missions, the WTCGP provides: 
•	 Pre-mission seminars on business opportunities and 

cultural considerations
•	 A consultation to determine a company’s objectives 

and strategy for pre-arranged meetings with potential 
buyers, distributors, and partners based on their 
objectives 

•	 Opportunities to meet key government and industry 
officials to get their perspective on in-country 
opportunities and economic trends

•	 Networking events to discuss opportunities with fellow 
trade mission attendees and local professionals

WTCA 54th Global Business Forum 
Bengaluru, India
The World Trade Center, Bengaluru, is hosting the 2024 World Trade Center 
Association 54th Global Business Forum, the annual gathering of World Trade 
Centers and international businesses, in March 2024. 

The World Trade Center Association (WTCA), with more than 320 World Trade 
Centers in cities across the globe, the WTCA is a global membership network 
and ecosystem of conference and exhibition venues, economic development 
agencies, real estate developers, universities, logistical hubs, airports, free trade 
zones and more. Collaboration is encouraged between World Trade Centers 
to help educate and increase global trade and investment opportunities, with 
members in over 90 countries/territories worldwide.

World Trade Center Bengaluru was established in 2010 to help develop 
an international business platform specific to the region of Bengaluru and 
Karnataka as a whole. In the current global environment, doing business 
internationally is imperative for continued growth and expansion of global 
organization.

WTC Bengaluru’s office is spread across 2,000 square meters with board rooms, 
meeting rooms, conference/seminar halls, available on rent and ready to use 
‘plug and play’ Incubation Rooms. World Trade Center Bengaluru leverages the 
combined networks of international trade and business development experts, 
it meets the specific needs of its clients and partners organizations by providing 
international market research, business matchmaking and connections to 
valuable public and private resources, as well as through the planning of 
strategic trade missions, trade educational programs, and networking events.

WTCGP is going to Bengaluru, India, to showcase the spirit of the Greater Philadelphian region. We 
aim to bring the Indian Market to Philadelphia by connecting global associates to local businesses 
and stakeholders.  
 
We will bring awareness to the Greater Philadelphia region by networking with our fellow World 
Trade Centers, advocating WTCGP’s global presence, and generating excitement around the inter-
national recognition Philadelphia will receive during 2026 when Philadelphia will host the Major 
League Baseball All-Star Game, the 23rd FIFA World Cup, and celbrate the 250th birthday of the 
United States of America (Semiquincentennial).  
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import & global procurement assistance
Suppliers worldwide have the potential to increase a 
product’s value by lowering input costs. U.S. companies, 
for example, may be able to find a competitive edge or 
new products that complement an existing product line. 
Just as when sourcing within the U.S. domestic market, it is 
important to find reliable and credible suppliers in foreign 
markets. 

Importing has its challenges, particularly in today’s global 
environment including managing time constraints, cultural 
differences and arranging trade financing, transportation, 
and customs clearance. The WTCGP can assist in developing 
your import strategy, identifying reliable suppliers, and 
helping implement systems to ensure a total supply chain 
solution. 

Our global network and professional expertise help 
companies navigate different business and legal systems, 

U.S. regulatory and customs issues as well as logistical 
obstacles.
 
The team at the WTCGP:
•	 Researches overseas markets
•	 Identifies and manages overseas suppliers
•	 Navigates international transport and establishes 

relationships with logistics companies
•	 Understands import compliance and acquisition 

procedures
•	 Mitigates risk by facilitating trade finance and foreign 

currency tools
•	 Determines precise import duties, tariffs, and quotas

Driving Local Economic Growth and Jobs  
Through Exports 

PhilaPort employees at work. (Photo courtesy of PhilaPort)

The WTCGP’s expertise and success in providing comprehensive trade counseling services, mentoring, 
educational programs, and business networking events positions the organization well to: 

•	 Build export awareness and capacity among the region’s small- and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs)
•	 Conduct export workshops with international service providers and their clients to increase the 

number of SMEs considering exporting as a viable option, with  particular attention to women- and 
minority-owned businesses (MWBEs)

•	 Expand awareness of export services and access to mentoring programs within targeted industry and 
services sectors

•	 Increase coverage of exports and export success stories to build awareness of exports  
•	 Advance development in the Greater Philadelphia region’s high-growth sectors, including life 

sciences and biotech, healthcare, architecture, design, engineering and construction management



3736

Asia and China Club Members at a lunchean with ASEAN Business 
Council

Gift exchange between Thomas Young, President & 
CEO, WTCGP, and Mr. Dai Shen-guo, Vice Chairman, 
CCPIT Tianjin

Since 2004, the China Club has familiarized companies with 
the nuances of the Chinese market and provided a forum for 
peer-to-peer sharing of experiences gained from conducting 
business in China. With the growing importance of Greater 
Asia, the club is expanding to include additional Asian 
countries.  

This distinctive, award-winning program allows participants 
to share best practices and identify business opportunities in 
some of the world’s fastest growing economies. 

The program focuses on the key issues surrounding Greater 
Asia commercial opportunities and trade. 

Past round table meetings have focused on U.S.- Asia/China, 
protecting intellectual property, sourcing products and 
selecting vendors, developing a risk management strategy, 
overcoming banking and financing challenges, impacts of 
environmental policy on foreign businesses and more. 

Key to the success of this popular program is its dedicated 
members and sponsors. We would like to thank the principal 
sponsor of this program, White and Williams LLP, as its 
expertise in China provides a continuing resource for our 
members. 

We also thank all the members for their engagement in 
the programs, including those who shared their business 
experiences in Asia and China.

For more information on China Club, please contact Ron 
Drozd at rdrozd@wtcphila.org.

Asia and China Club
World Trade Center of Greater Philadelphia WTCGP continues to support member companies through the 

Asia and China Club with programs, partner development, 
and individually working with companies as they focus on the 
greater Asia and China markets. Building on the Philadelphia 
and Tianjin, China’s sister city, and also WTC relationships, 
our events are designed to enhance the relationship with 
WTC-Tianjin/China Council for the Promotion of International 
Trade (CCPIT). A signature moment of this relationship 
was the signing of a renewed MOU. This strengthening of 
the network with WTCs in China and CCPIT will increase 
in-country Chinese connections and resources so Greater 
Philadelphia companies can advance their business in China. 

May 22, 2023| Private luncheon and roundtable for Club 
members with Marc Mealy, Senior Vice President - Policy, 
US ASEAN Business Council, sponsored by Pennoni and 
Associates. 

Septemer 21, 2023| WTCGP hosted a delegation from WTC-
Tianjin/CCPIT with the CCPIT Vice Chairman and Tianjin 
representatives including commerce, sister cities, and ports 
exchanging presentations with respective Philadelphia 
respective partner organizations. The delegation highlight 
included the WTCGP and WTC-Tianjin/CCPIT MOU 
signing ceremony. 

October 17, 2023 | WTCGP meetings with China’s 
Consul General (New York) to discuss business and 
cultural events and relationship building. 

Asia and China Club Events
November 11, 2023| WTCGP, through cooperative 
sponsorship with member White and Williams, hosted the 
September Tianjin Delegation for a pre-concert event and 
ensemble performances by the Philadelphia Orchestra on 
the 50th anniversary of the historic 1973 Tour of China, the 
first by an American orchestra.  

December 15, 2023| Meeting with the Consulate General 
of the People’s Republic of China in New York’s Economic 
and Commercial Office in conjunction with the City of 
Philadelphia Commerce Department.   

December 31, 2023| Consulate General of the People’s 
Republic of China in New York’s New Year’s Open Day 
cultural and commerce program.  

We are looking forward to 2024 with programs supporting 
our companies, partners, and the Greater Philadelphia 
region. 

We will celebrate the 45th Anniversary of the Philadelphia 
— Tianjin sister city relationship with commerce and 
cultural delegations being planned for 2024.

Signing of MOU between WTCGP and World Trade Center Tianjin/ CCPIT
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The WTCGP’s Global Finance Program provides a 
roadmap for export finance products and global 
banking services, accessible through the region’s 
leading international lenders with the backing of 
government agencies like Export-Import Bank of 
the U.S. (EXIM Bank) and the U.S. Small Business 
Administration (SBA). 
 
Since the signing of a City/State Partnership 
Agreement between the WTCGP and EXIM Bank, 
this partnership has expanded to include a variety 
of services. This program is comprised of SBA, the 
area’s leading trade finance lenders and insurance 
brokers, the City of Philadelphia, the Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania, and the State of New Jersey. This 
program provides information on accessing capital to 
fill export orders, minimizing risk by obtaining export 
credit insurance, developing a competitive advantage 
by offering financing or credit terms to prospective 

international buyers and accessing global banking 
services to facilitate and ease cross-border trade. 

Global Financial serviceS

“We at EXIM Bank are 
proud to be able to call 
the World Trade Center 
of Greater Philadelphia 
one of our best Regional 
Export Promotion 
Program partners.”

Regina Gordin  
Regional Director,  
Eastern Region, EXIM Bank

Connecticut | Delaware | Maryland | Massachusetts | New Jersey | New York | Pennsylvania | Rhode Island
whiteandwilliams.com

White and Williams is the Law Firm Clients Choose for an 
Unmatched Business Relationship.

With over 200 lawyers in ten offices, White and Williams handles a wide array
 of complex transactions, litigation and regulatory matters.

The International Group counsels U.S. and foreign-based clients
 in complex international matters, providing the strategic guidance necessary

 to pursue global expansion and resolve international disputes. to pursue global expansion and resolve international disputes.

We share your dedication to the global market and are a proud supporter 
of the World Trade Center of Greater Philadelphia.

Gary Biehn, Senior Counsel, International Group
215.864.7007 | biehng@whiteandwilliams.com
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PARTNERS FOR WHAT’S POSSIBLE
www.pennoni.com | 

Pennoni is proud to support the 
World Trade Center of Greater Philadelphia 

As a cutting-edge consulting 
engineering firm owned by its 
employees, Pennoni takes on 
engineering challenges with 
a holistic perspective that 
sets us apart. With a legacy 
of over fifty years, our fusion 
of expertise and innovation 
consistently yields remarkable 
outcomes for a range of iconic 
projects worldwide.

I-95 South Street Bridge

Interstate 676
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WORLD TRADE CENTERS DAY 2023

Barry Fisher, President & CEO, Van Horn, Metz & Co., Inc., Recipient 
of Member Company of the Year Award

Governor Josh Shapiro, Recipient of Global Business Leadership Award

Linda M Conlin, Former President & CEO, World Trade Center of Greater 
Philadelphia, Recipient of Legacy Award for Lifetime Achievement

Michael Forman, Chairman & CEO, FS Investments, Recipient
of Global Equity Award 

at the Fairmount water works
The 21st Annual World Trade Centers Day Awards and Celebration was held on September 27th at the 
Fairmount Water Works honoring:

•	 Global Business Leadership Award - Josh Shapiro, Governor of Pennsylvania
•	 Legacy Award for Lifetime Achievement - Linda Conlin, Former President, World Trade Center of Greater 

Philadelphia
•	 Global Equity Award - Michael Forman, Chairman & CEO, FS Investments
•	 Member Company of the Year Award - Van Horn, Metz & Co., & Inc,

World Trade Centers Day is a day when all World Trade Centers around the world demonstrate their 
commitment to global trade by honoring individuals and organizations who work tirelessly to generate 
economic prosperity...and peace through global trade. It is also a day to remember the tragedy of 9/11 and 
why free trade must always continue. 

The event set a twenty one-year record in fundraising, generating over $343k

- -

- -
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PA Authorized Trade Representatives and World Trade Center staff at Bringing the 
World to Pennsylvania at Penn State Great Valley. 

Bringing the World to PA (BTW2PA)

March 20 & 22, 2024| As we begin 2024, we are excited to 
resume BTW2PA. This signature event is hosted in partnership 
with Pennsylvania’s Office of International Business 
Development (OIBD). Export-ready Pennsylvania companies 
have the opportunity to schedule meetings from a roster of 
13 Pennsylvania Authorized Trade Representatives (ATRs) who 
cover more than 40 global markets. The ATRs will be in the 
Greater Philadelphia region on March 20 and 22, 2024, as part 
of the BTW2PA statewide tour. ​World Trade Center of Greater 
Philadelphia organizes one-on-one meetings between ATRs and 
Southeastern Pennsylvania companies seeking foreign market 
intelligence, agents and distributor candidates, industry and 
government contacts, and on-the-ground assistance when 
companies visit these foreign markets.

SCHUYLKILL YARDS
Philadelphia, PA

DISCOVERY POINT
College Park, MD

UPTOWN ATX
Austin, TX

250 RADNOR
Radnor, PA

www.brandywinerealty.com
Read our 
ESG REPORT:

JOIN THE BRANDYWINE 
COMMUNITY TODAY
Workspace. Lab. Retail. Residential.

Brandywine Realty Trust congratulates the 
World Trade Center of Greater Philadelphia 
on its outstanding efforts to improve our region. 
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Powering partnerships.
At PECO, we’re powering the future of the Philadelphia region.  

We invest nearly one billion dollars in our infrastructure and in  

new technology every year to ensure reliable service today and 

prepare for our community’s future energy needs.

PECO is proud to partner with the World Trade Center of  

Greater Philadelphia in driving the growth of our region.

© PECO Energy Company, 2022. All rights reserved.

70-22-11679549_PECO_Skyline_WTC_of_GP_8.5x11_4C_r1.indd   170-22-11679549_PECO_Skyline_WTC_of_GP_8.5x11_4C_r1.indd   1 2/3/22   3:46 PM2/3/22   3:46 PM

INDEPENDENCE BLUE CROSS 

SALUTES 
The World Trade Center  
of Greater Philadelphia 

Independence Blue Cross is proud to support 
the World Trade Center of Greater Philadelphia, 
and recognizes their efforts to drive growth and 
economic prosperity in our communities.

Now more than ever, Independence remains 
steadfast in its support of community organizations 
dedicated to improving the lives and health of the 
people in our region.

We’re all in this together.
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Membership
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our members come first

Interested in becoming a member? contact susan Mills 
macdonald at smacdonald@wtcphila.org or (215) 586-4249.

The WTCGP is the region’s premier membership 
organization for globally-minded companies. Our 
members receive one-on-one trade counseling, exclusive 
opportunities to take part in international programs, 
branding opportunities, and gain access to our extensive 
network of companies with global expertise. 

WTCGP is a member of the World Trade Centers 
Association and our own members receive reciprocal 
benefits offered by numerous world trade centers in 
high growth markets across the globe. These include 
but are not limited to introductions to local partner 
companies and organizations, conference space for 
meetings, free parking, Wi-Fi and printer access. 

In addition, membership includes a weekly ISA report, 
a complimentary subscription to “Global Traveler 
Magazine”, and various affinity discounts.
 
From small, family owned businesses looking to 
export for the first time to internationally recognized 
corporations looking to increase their impact on 
the prosperity of our region, we offer a variety of 
membership levels to accommodate companies of all 
sizes.

Opportunities for businesses ​
of every size

Sustaining Members are industry leaders looking to build brand awareness, develop strategic international connections, 
share best practices and insights with fellow members, and are invested in playing an integral role in the growth and 
prosperity of our region.

Leadership Council is ideal for companies with a global presence looking to elevate their company’s brand, collaborate 
with WTCGP staff and increase their impact in the Greater Philadelphia international business community.

Leadership Council

Sustaining Membership

Premier Members receive customized business mentoring sessions with peer business leaders, industry advisors, 
introductions to regional business leaders, government officials, and invitations to educational and networking events.

Premier Membership
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Become a member of  
the world trade center of  

greater philadelphia!

Corporate Members are established exporters looking to learn from WTCGP trade experts, take advantage 
of WTCs with reciprocal services, network with peers, and meet global experts to help them navigate the 
complex global trade ecosystem successfully.

Club Members have access to our region-specific clubs, China  and Asia Club. This option is best for exporters looking to enter or 
further expand their operations in these ever changing trade hubs.

Corporate Membership

Scan to Learn More
About Membership!

Club Membership
Competitive Advantage 
in International Business
Become a member of the World Trade 

Center of Greater Philadelphia today! 

Member companies are part of an 

intricate and diverse global network, 

which includes 322 world trade centers 

in 91 countries. Members gain access to 

global leaders, and active participation 

in an exclusive club of like-minded 

international businesses to help 

accelerate global reach. ​
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Take it from our members 

“The World Trade Center has been a real boon to us to 
help us get over those obstacles in foreign markets 
where we really need people that are employees 
rather than manufacturer’s representatives.”

“Everybody that we’ve met through the World Trade 
Center contacts was a potential customer for us. I 
was so impressed by what I was receiving that I
realized that we had to actually become a paying 
member of the World Trade Center.”

Bob kritzer, Director of 
finance & administration;  
Harold beck & sons, inc.

“We have and will continue to recommend the 
valuable services of the World Trade Center 
of Greater Philadelphia for all companies in 
Southeastern Pennsylvania and New Jersey 
looking to take advantage of global business 
opportunities. The market intelligence, 
customized research and international 
networking expertise opens doors in a way that 
no single company could accomplish on its own.”

Bruce Carnevale, Executive Vice 
President and COO, Bradford White 

“It was six years ago that we began 
exporting and we are currently 
doing business in Canada, Germany, 
Brazil,Mexico, the UK and China. Doing 
business outside the U.S. has helped VHM 
grow. We thank the WTCGP for connecting 
us with our global supply partners and 
it was our introduction to White and 
Williams law firm that has helped us with 
critical legal advice we need to continue 
our work internationally.”

Barry Fisher, President, 
Van Horn, Metz, 
and Co., Inc. 
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Alphasource
American Cable
Annie International Inc.
Argentek
Bartlett & Company Inc.
Bassetts Ice Cream Company 
Bentley Systems
Bracalente Manufacturing Company
Bradford White
CFO Consulting Partners LLC
Chemtech International, Inc.
City of Philadelphia, Commerce Department
Consulate General of Canada
Continental Africa LLC
CustomChill, Inc.
CyberSoft Operating Corporation
Data-Core Systems
Derco USA
Devon International Group
DFT, Inc.​
Electro-Tech Systems, Inc.
EMSCO Scientific Enterprises, Inc.
Epitek, Inc./Epismart Nutrition, LLC
Everchem LLC
F.W. Winter Inc. & Co.
Fitzpatrick, Lentz & Bubba, P.C.
Fulton International Group​
Gelli Arts
Global Traveler Magazine​
Green Global Synergy LLC
Harold Beck & Sons, Inc.​
Helicopter Tech, Inc.​
Honorary Consulte of the Kingdom of the Netherlands
InspireHealth
Integral Molecular
Kibow Biotech, Inc.
KGTiger Corporation
KPMG LLP
Kreischer Miller​

Lasko Products, Inc.
LSInextGen
Luhv Food
Obermayer Rebmann Maxwell & Hippel LLP​
Metal Edge International, Inc.​
MinkeeBlue LLC
Munley Law
Oleum Enterprises
Panitch Schwarze, Belisario & Nadel LLP
PARIS Technologies International, Inc.
PECO, an Exelon Company
Pennoni
Philadelphia International Airport
PSA BDP
RichardsApex Incorporated
Sandmeyer Steel Company
Securitas Global Risk Solutions, LLC
Singapore Airlines
Steadfast Entities LLC
Sunhillo Corporation
SIVAD Inc.
Sycamore International, Inc.
TD Bank, N.A.
Temple University,Office of International Affairs​
Temple University Center of Business Education and Research
Transworld Ventures LLC
U-Combination Technology
USA Strategic Ventures, LLC
Valtech Corporation
Van Horn, Metz & Co., Inc.
Veritas Medical Solutions
VideoRay LLC
Waln Run Investments, LLC
Wheatley US Limited
White and Williams LLP
Win Win Coffee
YD Hardwood Floors USA Inc.

our Members

Member 
success Stories
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Artist Joan Bess took a slab of Jello out of the refrigerator as her 
friend, Lou Ann Gleason watched. “She laid the jello slab on her 
kitchen counter and began to apply acrylic paint to the surface 
– rolling the paint out with a brayer. Then she took a comb and 
ran through acrylic paint on the jello slab making an interesting 
swirling design. 

“Joan is a mixed media artist and I have watched her work with 
all kinds of materials to create beautiful work. We talked about 
how Jello was a great surface to print with but it’s perishable 
and you have to keep it in your refrigerator.  Joan envisioned a 
durable reusable slab that would mimic the printing on Jello - the 
idea for GelliArts. We hoped we could reinvent printmaking and 
make it affordable for everyone.”
 Lou Ann spent 15 years marketing brands at Proctor and 
Gamble and launching new products. Together with Joan, an 

accomplished artist, the duo knew they would be able to turn 
this simple slab of Jello into a sustainable print surface. In 2011 
they decided to launch their own business. 

“Within six months we had our own 
website and artists started to find us,” 
says Lou Ann.

GelliArts manufactures Gelli® Printing Plates products in a 
facility in Exton, PA. “We are proudly made in the USA.” Printing 
plates vary in sizes and shapes and take about eight hours to 
manufacture. “We make our own environmentally safe gel and 
have perfected the process over the years to produce a very 
durable and reusable plate. Over half of our customers own over 
5 plates of multiple sizes.”

GelliArts: Reinvented Print Making to bring happiness to 
the world   12/14/2023 by graziella dinuzzo

In addition to gel printing plates, GelliArts sells rollers and stencils 
to build one-of-a-kind designs. 

Ninety percent of GelliArts customers are women with an 
average age of 50 plus. “Our artist customers are either 
card makers, paper crafters or collage artists, fine artists 
and many teach art in some form.”  

When the pandemic hit GelliArts found new customers 
organically. “We would receive orders and letters from 
women telling us how we saved their sanity.” Through 
social media and online forums women from zero 
experience to accomplished artists found each other. “It 
would take a novice about ten minutes to figure out the 
process. We have simple instructions in every package and 
many videos on how to get started. We also use acrylic 
paint because it is affordable.”

Lou Ann also knew that art teachers would love their 
products, so she started attending teacher conferences 
where she found a new customer base – art educators who 
were looking for an easy product to keep students engaged 
and away from their cell phones. Before discovering 
GelliArts, art teachers would use linoleum blocks to create 
plates which was dangerous and tedious.  

 “At the National Art Educators Association, we were able 
to sign up teachers across 40 states. We hire local art 
teachers who teach the teachers how to use the plates. 
One Texas teacher said it is so exciting for her high school 
students to receive instant gratification from their unique 
designs.  

The GelliArts website provides free lesson plans for grades 
1 to 12 as well as tutorials for home projects. 
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AA  GGlloobbaall  
BBuussiinneessss,,  
aa  LLooccaall  
SSppoonnssoorrFor more information, 

please contact:

David E. Greed
Office Managing Partner 
267-256-1991

dgreed@kpmg.com

Steve Patras
Audit Practice Leader
267-256-2702

spatras@kpmg.com

Anthony Bevacqua
Advisory Market Leader 
267-256-2929 

anthonybevacqua@kpmg.com

Sun Lee
Partner in Charge - Tax
267-256-1994

sunlee@kpmg.com

As a global business, KPMG LLP is proud 
to be a sponsor of the World Trade 
Center of Greater Philadelphia and 
work with the organization on its 
mission.

The member firms of KPMG International 
Cooperative are a global network of professional 
firms providing audit, tax, and advisory services.  

KPMG LLP, the U.S. Firm, traces its origins back 
to 1897, and since 1994 has been a limited liability 
partnership.  KPMG U.S. operates in all 50 states, 
with over 90 offices and over 39,400 professionals, 
whereby KPMG International operates in 143 
countries, with over 700 offices, and over 273,000 
professionals.  

© 2024 KPMG LLP, a Delaware limited liability partnership and the U.S. member firm of the 
KPMG network of independent member firms affiliated with KPMG International 
Cooperative (“KPMG International”), a Swiss entity. All rights reserved.  NDPPS 751611

WE’RE MORE DIRECT

120+ 
NONSTOP 
FLIGHTS 

Proudly Connecting Philadelphia with the World. 
Explore nonstop flights and more at phl.org.
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Looking Forward to 2024
We are looking forward to a very exciting and foundational 2024. With the organizational 
restructure, we are poised to strengthen our capabilities to service our members and the Greater 
Philadelphia region. 

Looking ahead to 2026, Philadelphia faces a crucial year of potential growth. Our objective is 
to garner international recognition for the city and leverage our extensive network to propel 
Philadelphia onto the global stage. With our robust resources and determination, we are poised to 
establish Philadelphia as the premier “International Gateway of the Mid-Atlantic region,” and we 
are enthusiastic about taking a leading role in this endeavor.

The World Trade Centers Association’s annual Global Business Forum in Bengaluru, India, 
presents a significant opportunity for us. There, we will announce our bid to host over 320 World 
Trade Centers from over 90 countries in Philadelphia in July 2026. In collaboration with various 
organizations, we aim to showcase the vibrancy of our region to the world.

Additionally, as we move into 2024, we are thrilled to reintroduce one of our flagship programs that 
was postponed to the spring of 2024, the Bringing the World to Pennsylvania (BTW2PA) initiative, 
which plays a pivotal role in connecting local businesses with global opportunities.

As we resume these impactful programs, we are committed to fostering a thriving ecosystem 
of international trade and investment in the region. By facilitating connections between local 
businesses and global markets, we create a hub of international commerce that will launch our 
region into the international gateway of the Mid-Atlantic.

We expect 2024 to be a very successful and productive year as our team continues its stellar work 
in line with our mission and vision.

the world trade center of  
greater Philadelphia is funded in part by

thank you to our major supporters
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world trade center 
of greater philadelphia

One Penn Center, Suite 1690
1617 John F Kennedy Blvd.

Philadelphia, PA, 19103
(215) 586-4240

info@wtcphila.org
www.wtcphila.org


